
TABLE 1: LIST OF BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS (1)(2)(5)
Disease/ Agent(s) Common Names Risk Incubation Human Sources

Serum Hepatitis/Hepatitis B Virus Hepatitis B (42 nm) Hepadnavirus
dsDNA

 6-10%
1-2% Fatal

11 weeks Blood, CSF,
Semen, Saliva

Transfusion Hepatitis/
 Hepatitis C Virus

 Hepatitis C, Non A-Non B (40-60
nm) Flaviviridae (ss RNA)

0.5-1%
Fatal

7 weeks Blood, Serum

AIDS: Retroviridae(100 nm)
(Oncornavirus - RNA)

HIV - 1, LAV (formally HTLV 3) < 0.5%
100% Fatal

Adults:
 8 years
Infants:
 2 years

Blood, Serum,
Saliva, Tears,
Urine, Breast
Milk, Amniotic
Fluid, CSF

HIV-2 (West Africa) HTLV IV  <8.9%
100% Fatal

Unknown Blood, Serum,
Saliva, Tears,
Urine, Breast
Milk, Amniotic
Fluid, CSF

Leukemia/ Lymphomas Human T -
Lymphotropic Virus

Retroviridae(Oncornavirus 100 nm)
HTLV I 18-49% Unknown Blood
HTLV II 52% Unknown Blood
HTLV V Unknown Unknown Blood

Transmissible Spongiform
Encephalopathies

CJD Creutzfeldt Jacobs Disease
30 cases per
million 10 - 15 Yrs

Neurological &
Brain Tissues,
Corneal Spinal
Cord, Transplant
Tissues

Kuru (50-300 µm) Kuru Disease Unknown 10 - 30 Yrs Spinal Cord,
Brain

Hemmorrhagic Fever:
Marburg Virus

Filovirus-ss RNA: (900 x 80 nm)
MBG 22% Fatal 4-16 Days

Rodents, Body
Fluids

Ebola Virus EBO 53-88%
Fatal

Rodents, Body
Fluids

Argentine Hemorrhoragic Fever Junin Virus (Arenavirus: ss RNA-
130x20 nm)

15% Fatal 7-14 Days Rodents, CSF,
Body Fluids

Bolivian Hemmorrhagic Fever Machupo Virus (ss RNA) Arenavirus
130 x 20 nm

18% Fatal 7-14 Days Rodents, Body
Fluids

Colorado Tick Fever/ Arboviruses Colorado Tick Fever (Reoviridae -
RNA)

Unknown 3 - 14 Days Tick,
Transfusion of
Contaminated
Blood

Brucellosis, Undulant (Malta)
Mediterranean Fever

Brucella sp. (bacterial gram
negative rod) (0.5-0.7 x 1.5 µm)

<2% Fatal 5-30 Days Ingestion, skin
contact, Blood

Venereal Syphilis/Treponema
pallidium

bacterial spirochete (6-15 x 0.1-0.2
µm)

14.6 Per
100,000

10-90 Days Unpasteurized
Dairy Products


